VOLUME 1- IS S UE 1 JAN - MARCH 2021

HOLY REDEEMER
LINKS
www. rmcb a ng a lore. com

D i re ct or's Message

F r . Charles V i j a y Kumar , C. Ss . R .
It is with great joy that we present the first issue of ‘Holy
Redeemer Links’, a quarterly newsletter from the
Redemptorist Media Centre (RMC), Bangalore, India.
The year 2020 was certainly a challenging one. As the
dark clouds of sickness and death loomed, many
had to wade through stormy days due to unemployment
and financial hardships.
Senior citizens particularly
experienced moments of loneliness and depression
being isolated in their homes.
Churches had to remain shut and social gatherings were
called off. Churches were forced to provide online
services to the people, the only way to stay connected
with their flock.
Yet, in the midst of all this, there was a silver lining.
Families bonded within their homes and prayed together
joining online church services and spiritual programmes.
Many
neighbourhood
groups
and
charitable
organisations stepped up to the plate to feed the hungry
and cater to the needs of the poor.

For RMC, it came as a
God-given
opportunity
to
reach out to thousands of
families with the Good News
of God’s love, consolation and
hope in these trying times.
In about nine months, our
YouTube
channel
had
25,500-plus subscribers from
across India and the world.
Along with the rest of the world, we too are eagerly
waiting for the pandemic to end and the return of normal
life. We believe our work at RMC has just begun and we
must continue to ‘preach the Good News anew’ through
effective and creative ways to those in need.
Through this newsletter, we intend to keep you posted on
our journey. We aim to share news and updates, report
on activities, new initiatives and projects from the RMC so
that you too may journey with us in fulfilling our mission
of preaching the gospel to the most abandoned.

Here’s wishing each one of you a very blessed Christmas and a grace-filled New Year 2021

Assistant Director's Christmas Reflection
Fr. Sandeep Menezes, C.Ss.R.

“And when the shepherds saw it, they made known the
saying which had been told them concerning the child;
and all who heard it wondered” (Lk 2:17). With these
words, St Luke captures the original experience of
Christmas.
In the Christ-child, the shepherds had experienced
Emmanuel (God-with us)! They could not hide their
wonderment at the message of the angels and their
encounter with the babe of Bethlehem. Filled with hope
and joy, they made known the Good News to everyone.
Their wonderment was so contagious that all who
heard it wondered. These others also became
witnesses in their turn. That’s what Christmas is all
about – witnessing with wonderment, hope and joy to
the Redeeming presence of the Lord Jesus in our
wounded world.

This Christmas, we at the
Redemptorists Media Center,
feel like the shepherds. In the
midst
of
the
COVID-19
pandemic, we are filled with
wonder at how God has
opened a door for us to be
close to you our dear friends,
benefactors, well-wishers, subscribers and viewers
through
the
various
liturgical
and
pastoral
programmes shared online this year.
We pray that as we have made known the Good News,
you have heard it and have been caught up in wonder
and filled with hope and joy at God’s Word. May we
grow together as an online community caught up in
wonder at our great God-with-us who sends us out
together to bring his hope and joy to a world wounded
by the virus, by injustice and by sin.

Through this newsletter, we, the RMC team, wish you and your family a grace-filled Christmas and an immensely
blessed New Year 2021!
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On December 1 this year, a thanksgiving Mass was
celebrated to mark ten years of the Redemptorist
Media Centre (RMC).
It may be a mini milestone but the simple
celebration signaled the progress made and a
pledge to continue to preach the gospel through
new media.
RMC was launched on Dec 1, 2010 with a team of
four led by Fr. Charles Vijay.
It was a busy decade for the RMC as it went about
creating a website for the Province and other
institutions with regular news as also providing
Catechetical content via text and audio/video.
DVD’s titled ‘Catholic Faith Series’ comprising eight
talks revolving around scripture, dogma and
pastoral care and ‘Jesus the Saviour’ were
produced in 2012 and 2013 respectively.
In 2013, the RMC introduced ‘Word through the Day’,
a daily Bible SMS service that was well received and
now continues on Whatsapp.
In 2016, a music CD in Kannada and Tamil was
produced by the RMC to commemorate 150 years of
the icon of Our Mother of Perpetual Help along with
some short documentaries and videos.
.

The Redemptorist Media Center team: L to R - Mr. Seetharam, Bro. John, Bro,
Parasanta, Mrs. Cecilia, Fr. Sandeep, Fr. Charles and Mrs. Pamela

In early 2020, the RMC released the ‘Holy Redeemer Radio
App’ to stream daily reflections and talks in Kannada,
hymns and the Rosary. It recorded 3400 downloads in
about eleven months
As the pandemic took hold, forcing churches to close
doors, online services were launched. On March 21, the
first Novena and Mass was streamed live after a formal
ribbon cutting ceremony by Fr. Paul Palzangattu, CSsR.
While Masses and Novenas continued, an online Lenten
Mission began on March 29 with over 3000 subscribers,
rising to over 13,000 in a month’s time.
Other highlights include a reflection on one decade of
the Rosary in the month of May and pre-recorded
evening prayers on various parables of the New
Testament in June,
The annual Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help was
live-streamed from June 18 to 26 and the grand Mass on
May 27, the feast day.
The months of July and August had a new series called
‘Psalms of Life’ and “Who’s Who in the Bible – praying with
Biblical characters”. A programme for teenagers ‘Lost
and Found, You Are Priceless’ was also launched.
RMC’s busy schedule continues with several plans in the
pipeline, including this inaugural newsletter that will have
all the news about RMC every quarter.

Th e Ad m i n i s t r a t i ve t e a m of R M C c u t t h e a n n i ve r s a r y c a ke : ( L- R ) F r .
S a n d e e p M e n e z e s , Fr . J os e p h Be c k a n d Fr . C h a r l e s V ija y .

RMC NEEDS YOU
HOPE YOU HAD A LOOK AT THE INAUGURAL ISSUE OF THE RMC NEWSLETTER. WE WELCOME
FEEDBACK – YOUR THOUGHTS, IDEAS AND ANY CONSTRUCTIVE SUGGESTIONS ON THE CONTENT
THAT WOULD MAKE THE NEWSLETTER BETTER.
ANY OTHER IDEAS/SUGGESTIONS RELATING TO RELIGIOUS PROGRAMMES ARE ALSO WELCOME.
IF YOU HAVE A FLAIR FOR WRITING OR DESIGNING OR ANY OTHER TALENT, DROP US A LINE.
AND IF YOU ARE FEELING CHARITABLE, YOU COULD BECOME A BENEFACTOR WITH YOUR
FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION.
PLEASE WRITE TO US AT:
INFO@RMCBANGALORE.COM

Advent Mission 2020 - Jesus makes all things new
This Advent RMC invited the world on a virtual journey
with Mary our Mother to rediscover through prayer,
reflection, worship and song, how Jesus makes all things
new with His birth.
The Mission’s clarion call was sounded by Rev.Fr. Shane
Varghese, Prefect of Students, Mt.St.Alphonsus,
Bangalore, and was echoed over the week by Rev. Fr.
Shiju Mullasseril, Dean of Studies, Theologate,
Mt.St.Alphonsus and Rev. Fr. Peter Balaswamy, Secretary
to Provincial, Province of Bangalore.
The faithful were reminded of God’s unconditional,
unfathomable love for us that caused the Word to be
made flesh. We took a brilliant journey to the mountains
in the Bible to make sense of our sufferings; for “where
reason fails, God begins”. Our world is wounded, we
learned,
because
of
our
spiritual
blindness;
paradoxically, our God is compassion and mercy
incarnate.

We were instructed on the sancitity of the
family as a domestic church; and reminded
that mutual respect, communication, love and
prayer should become the rythmn of our daily
life.
We were encouraged to question our attitude to
prayer; And consoled that despite our disillusionment, the power of prayer will help us
discern and accept the will of God. In a powerful
hour of adoration we were exhorted to surrender our broken lives, from the very time of our
conception to the present hour, to Jesus, the
Divine Healer. And finally, having refreshed and
renewed our ‘desert’ lives, we allowed our souls
to glorify the Lord through and with His Blessed
Mother. The story does not end here. For each
one of us, our Advent Mission has only just
begun…




(L to R) Frs. Shane Varghese, Shiju Mullasseril and Peter B
animated Advent Mission 2020

Thank you, I watch it from Central Canada and learned a lot
from these beautiful spiritual programs from all the Redemptorists Priests…God bless you all
- Teresa Rodrigues, Canada

Wonderful! Thank you and thank God for all that you
Redemptorists are doing at this time. Hope this will be
permanent. Love and God bless.
- Film Critic Scott - V, Scotland
Great fan of the Redemptorist order. Like and love
everything you do. God Bless you Rev Fathers.
- Roque Machado, Bangalore
Thank you so much for these prayer services. I’m watching
from the US. I feel so much better after participating in the
Rosary and listening to your homily. God bless
- Mary Kaluna, USA
Good morning…I’m from Goa. We r blessed in this
lockdown to hear the masses every day and on Sundays.
Every morning I just look forward (sic)
- Imelda Coelho, Goa
Thank you Fathers. Your programmes are really so helpful. I
listen from Mumbai. May God bless your ministry.
- Teresa Lobo, Mumbai
I have received the most beautiful gift this Christmas
which is the Advent Mission 2020
-Maria Fernandes, Bangalore

C UR R E NTLY AVA I LA B LE FROM RMC
Livestreamed Youtube Programmes:
Daily Masses at 7 am
& Sunday Masses at 9.15 am (IST)
Novena to Mother of Perpetual Help
on Saturdays at 6 pm (IST)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
on First Fridays of every month at 7 pm (IST)
Marriage Encounter Masses
on every Third Monday of every month at 5 pm (IST)

Special Masses

PRE-RECORDED YOUTUBE PROGRAMMES

RMC hosts live streamed
Masses for special groups,
ministries or individual
families on special
occasions like birthdays,
death anniversaries, or
other milestones.

Novena Feasts
Holy Ghost Church, Bangalore: Perpetual Help Novena
Videos in English, Kannada and Tamil
Icon of Love
RMC Short Feature Documentaries
Novena leading to the Feast of OLPH
Novena to Pentecost by Fr Joseph Royan
Divine Mercy Novena by Fr Shane Varghese
Novena to Christmas by St. Alphonsus

Adult Catechesis
Catholic Faith Series
This set of two DVDs is
one of the first pastoral
productions of RMC. It has
now been made available
on YouTube. These videos
were meant to facilitate a
greater understanding of
the Catholic faith among
the general public.
Rosary Reflections
RMC first began evening
prayer with the
Redemptorists on
YouTube through this
series of reflections on the
mysteries of the Rosary.

Popular Missions
Lenten Mission in English by Frs. Juventius Andrade,
Joseph Royan and Charles Vijay
Advent Mission 2020 by Frs. Shane Varghese, Shiju
Mullasseril and Peter B
Retreats
English Mass, Retreat & Prayers
Tamil Mass, Retreat and Prayers
Kannada Mass, Retreat and Prayers
Lenten Reflections by Fr Joseph Royan

Youth Ministry
Lost & Found: You are Priceless!
In this series, young adults team up with the
Redemptorists to help teens make sense of their faith
and the moral teachings of the Church in a creative
and humorous Q & A session.
Vocation Promotion Videos
RMC YouTube channel contains inspirational videos
which are meant to foster vocations to the
Redemptorist way of life from among those youth who
sense this calling from God within themselves.

Lectio Divina with the Parables of
Jesus
In this series, Redemptorists lead
the viewers through a LECTIO
DIVINA meditation on the popular
parables of Jesus found in the
Gospels.
Psalms for Life
This series of evening prayer and
meditation on the Psalms
introduces us to the beautiful
prayers of the Psalms, with
sufficient background for a
contemporary reader to make
sense of the sometimes shocking
and controversial nature of some
prayers.
Who’s Who in the Bible
A series of deep and scholarly
reflections and prayer with the
Word of God meant for adult faith
formation. This currently ongoing
series makes the bible come alive
for us every night at 7 pm.

CHILDREN’S CATECHESIS
Catholic Bible Camp
A creative way to introduce children to the Bible and
the teachings of the Church. It was conducted by a
dynamic group of youth from Ascension Church,
Bangalore and steamed via RMC.
HOLY REDEEMER RADIO
Our web radio station presently relays Christian
devotional music and other spiritual content in Kannada. English podcasts are coming up shortly
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