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“No matter what…” - Director's Message
Fr. Charles Vijay Kumar, C.Ss.R.

While India and other countries were managing to surf the
white water of the pandemic’s second wave, two international
sports events took place this year, the Men’s Football Euro Cup
2020 and the Tokyo Olympics 2020. Although it took place
without the usual crowd, the excitement was no less. A lot of
precautions were taken to fend off the danger of these events
becoming super spreaders.

For me, more than who won and who lost, which nation
secured most golds, silvers or bronzes, it was a victory parade
of humanity. The message was: nothing can stop us from
celebrating life, not even a global pandemic. Like the plant
bursting out of hard rock to flower, these events do symbolise
human resilience and grit.

This has been true in terms of
our faith too. The pandemic
has indeed changed the way
we pray, and has changed the
meaning of community.
For example, at RMC’s
intercessory prayer every
Friday at 8 PM we have people
from across the globe virtually
join in for prayer. Our Global
Novena to St. Alphonsus too
redefined the meaning of
community.
The message of the Church, the living body of Christ seems to
be, “The church buildings are closed, but we will still find new
ways to be the body of Christ, new ways to pray and be a
community. We will learn to crack the hard rock, and will learn
to bear fruit.”

We all have our stories of how we’ve survived this pandemic.
Although the struggle is far from over and no one seems to
know when exactly things will turn to normal, the attitude of
people around feels like “no matter what, we will see this
through. We will make the best of it.”

This issue of the “Holy Redeemer Links” is a testament of the
indomitable spirit of the believers, and RMC is glad to be used
by God as His instrument to share and promote this spirit. I
wish all our participants, volunteers, benefactors and friends
God’s many blessings and grace to continue to learn to be
Christ’s new Church in the days to come.

Despite all the restrictions and the fear, sportsmen and
women, with or without supporters did gather, competed with
much verve, flags were hoisted and national anthems were
sung.

"Taking the Church to the People!" - Asst. Director's Message
Fr. Sandeep Menezes, C.Ss.R.

To make a modern analogy,
participating in online Masses
is like meeting our loved ones
on Zoom or WhatsApp calls.
It’s a good compensation
given our difficult
When the crisis struck, before we could wrap our minds around circumstances, but it’s no
what was going on, our churches were closed, and suddenly we substitute for the real thing.
had access to the sacraments taken away from us. Everything More than ‘watching’ Mass
online, we need to understand
came under lockdown, except for ‘essential services’. So
ourselves as ‘participating’ in
suddenly, the sacraments became de facto, ‘non-essentials’.
the divine life of the Lord
In response to the new situation, the RMC, convinced that the
Let our ‘participation’ in the Eucharist motivate us to spend
sacramental life was not optional, felt that the best way to
our lives in service of our neighbour and witness to the Lord
keep Catholics connected to the Church’s source of life, was to both online (by sharing RMC content) and offline by
bring Eucharistic worship to participants via YouTube. We are deepening our connection with God and with our neighbour!
convinced that this has been a valuable service to the faithful
who have felt that the Church has not abandoned them in this
As we look forward towards the future of the Church, we at
time of need.Yet, a possible and unintended consequence of
RMC are focussed on fostering genuine ecclesial
this practice could be that some may begin to think that
communion and building up the community. We’re also
‘watching’ Masses online and coming away with good and pious exploring ways to reach out to an upcoming generation of
feelings is the sum-total of the Christian life. For some, the
Catholics who have experienced the Church as a nonease of attending online Masses and spiritual communions may essential service. We look forward to networking with
become a substitute for attending Mass in person and
content creators, both Redemptorists and others to produce
receiving Jesus in real Holy Communion. Yet, is this justiified,
new content in English and also in the plethora of languages
especially for those of us who are not sick or elderly?
of the Indian subcontinent. Our focus is not so much on how
to take the people to Church, but how to take the Church to
It is important to remember that our faith follows the logic of
the people!
the Incarnation. The Good News is that God so desires
communion with us that God takes on our human flesh and
May we always be open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit all
blood, in Christ. The Word became flesh and dwelt amongst us along the way! Amen!
(Jn 1:14) And God continues to express this very same desire in
every Eucharist. Do we reciprocate this loving longing for
communion?
As I write this message, the Afghan crisis leads to seismic
shifts in international geopolitics, and locally, the threat of yet
another wave of the Covid-19 pandemic looms large over us!
The last thing on anyone’s mind would be: “When can we get
back to Church?”

RMC GOES GLOBAL! Novena in honour of
St. Alphonsus Ligouri
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By Debbie Rodgers

On the 150th anniversary of the declaration of St. Alphonsus
Maria De Liguori as a Doctor of the Church, RMC Bangalore,
helmed by Fr. Charles Vijay and Fr. Sandeep Menezes, initiated
the first Global Online Novena to the Founder of the
Redemptorist Congregation. There was no template to follow,
no precedent set. It was literally bravado on a prayer and a
wing! Fr. Juventius Andrade from the Bangalore province was
instrumental in choosing the nine themes and shortlisting the
Presenters.
A major coup for RMC was getting esteemed Redemptorists
from around the world - USA, Italy, South Africa, Ireland,
Canada, Brazil - to highlight and present the virtues of St.
Alphonsus with particular relevance to our lives today. A
Herculean task by any means, but one that was executed with
the passion and simplicity that is the hallmark of our
Redemptorist confreres.
Each day began with a Gospel reading that helped shape the
life and beliefs of the Founder of the Redemptorist
Congregation. The explanation that followed was driven home
by the narration of beautiful and sometimes painful personal
experiences shared by the Presenters. By the end of each
session, viewers were left with the conviction that the
principles of this remarkable Bishop and Saint of the 18th
century, as taught through his very way of life, is as relevant
today. Sample this:
“…Preach the Gospel through our words and actions, perhaps
through art and music or whatever means is available to us..”

“(seek) the love and presence of God…in nature, in
literature and in the goodness of one another”.
Reach out to the poor, the marginalised, those who feel
abandoned by the Church… “Friendship is never a oneway street”.

The challenges of presenting this
unique Novena were many, not
least of which was the lack of
technical knowledge and
equipment by those involved. In
one instance a Presenter had to
be tutored on Zoom, on how to
record on his laptop! In the final
analysis, the post production
wizardry of RMC rose to the
occasion.
An exciting learning was that this
online event has opened a whole
new way of communication, one
without the physical limitation of
borders. The possibilities are
endless.
The response to this Novena held from July 23-31, ahead of
the feast of St. Alphonsus Liguori on August 1, was
commendable: 5200 viewers on day one! The faithful logged
in from India, USA, Singapore, Malaysia, Canada and Ireland.
The accolades and encouragement from within the religious
community and without, made all those heart-stopping,
behind the scenes panic moments worthwhile.
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Fr Kevin O'Neil,
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Fr Juventius
Andrade, CSsR

USA

Fr Dennis J Billy,
CSsR

Feedback on RMC's Other Novenas

I want to thank God for enlightening this holy priest for
this Novena to the Holy Spirit. It is healing and helping
my soul. Thank You father!

Violeta, Toronto Canada
We will relapse into our old ways. But never totally. Each
time we say a prayer we move that faintest of steps
towards God. Thank you Fathers for being our Lord's voice
to those of us desperate for His Messages.

Priya Thomas

Aishwarya (my sister) and I were given the opportunity to be the
voice over for the Novena leading up to the Divine Mercy Feast this
year! We are happy to have been used by God to be His instrument
in declaring the hope of the Mercy of God to so many of us
struggling through this epidemic!

Rohan Mathew
The Novenas were very well conducted. It gave me a
feeling of peace at the end of each service.

Marion van Der Veen
HR Links: Vol I; Issue 3 - Sep 2021
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An Interview with the Director
We know that the problem exists; yet feel powerless in our
individual capacity to do something about it. Never more so
than with the issue of migrants. Unlike the rest of us,
Fr. Charles Vijay caught the proverbial bull by the horns,
dragging it across the globe to awaken our collective
conscience. His first feature, a Documentary titled Who Is
My Neighbor? spanning nine countries in five continents was
‘Official Selection’ at many international lm festivals and
received a Special Jury Mention Award at the Jaipur
International Film Festival 2020. The online audience of RMC
were treated to a screening from 16-18 July. Fr. Vijay
explains the how and why of this Documentary, in a Q&A with
Debbie Rodgers.
What was the catalyst for making this movie?
Two things happened: One, I was assisting at the CSJ Center
for Justice & Reconciliation on campus at Loyola
Marymount University, Los Angeles, where I did my lm
school, and the theme for that particular year was Migration.
Second, I was following a story in Mississippi where a
Redemptorist was assisting a Mexican family avoid
deportation for the father of the family.
What were the resources that you had to work with?
I was fortunate to be able to connect with Redemptorists
working with migrants in dierent parts of the world. The
Center for Migrants of the Archdiocese of Johannesburg,
South African was of great help, and a classmate
volunteered to shoot the Russian segment. Of course I had
to raise the funds myself. I bought my camera from the sale
of a previous short, "Trafficked in the US;" strapped the
audio device onto my belt, carried my camera and lights and
was a one man docu kit!

What were some of the challenges that you faced?
The first was in terms of ideology. It was an advantage and
a challenge being a Priest. As a Catholic Priest it did not
take time to build trust. But in some areas, I had to hide my
identity because of the bias towards the Catholic Church.
The second challenge was language. I had to use a
translator and when I couldn’t find one, I used my phone to
translate!
Were you ever in danger?
Yes! I have some unforgettable memories of shooting on
the border of South Africa and Mozambique...In Italy I really
risked my life to get the footage...I stepped into some risky
places... I had some very close encounters but by the grace
of God, no major accidents.
What was your learning, as a person and as a Priest?
As a person: a lot of understanding we have is based on
presumption...we need to listen, meet people and visit
places before coming to conclusions.
As a Priest: I am proud to tell stories of how effective the
Church has been in helping people...it is encouraging for me
as a Catholic Priest.
What is your message with this Documentary?
To start a conversation apart from political and cultural
ideology. I picked up this story to tell it from a Faith
perspective: How do I, as a Christian, understand this
(migration) and respond to it?
Fr. Charles Vijay has some very ambitious film ideas
“floating around in my mind!” Currently he is occupied with
building the Media Center in Bangalore and fullling other
commitments in hand. So films? All in God’s time.
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Online Retreat for SJCC students
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The RMC conducted a two-day online Retreat for the catholic students of St. Joseph’s
College of Commerce in association with the Missionary Families of Christ (MFC) - a new
movement of Catholic lay missionaries which was formerly known as Couples for Christ.
MFC, as it is called in short, is backed by Catholic Bishops and it is spreading its roots to
many cosmopolitan centres in India and around the world. The theme of the Retreat was
‘Live Pure’ and included Holy Mass, talks, spiritual sessions and a question and answer
session for the college students. Held on 24 and 25 of July, viewers participated in the
Retreat via different platforms, enabling regular RMC viewers also to take part. Fr. Charles Vijay and Fr. Sandeep Menezes of
the RMC celebrated Holy Mass from their Chapel and conducted four sessions.
I love how the Lord our God has given the people who
spoke to us to accept their past and educate us about the
good and bad through their experience.

Samuel A, I M.Com FA

The open and practical explanation, which related to our
present life… was explained without any hesitation.

This retreat campaign was really good and from other
retreats this one was entertaining. … I learnt what purity
is, Fr.Sandeep explained what temptations are and how to
get rid of it. Some of them shared their experience
about sex. I really learned a lot from it.

Deona

Nitin Mario, II B.Com F

Online Retreat for Sophia’s School
The RMC was called upon to conduct an online Retreat exclusively for Sophia
Girls High School students, their parents and teachers on July 31 by the school
administration. The Retreat began with Adoration and Holy Mass followed by
sessions on the ‘Role of Faith in these difficult times’ and ‘How to cope with the
lockdown’. A number of students along with their parents as well as teachers
of the school participated in the Retreat conducted by Fr. Charles Vijay and
Fr. Sandeep Menezes.
The doctrine retreat was very inspiring; we got to spend
time with our family and be holy and united together.
We learned so many values which can be applied to our
daily lives...the message was heart touching and we
came a step closer to God .

Diya Barboza

I felt very much at peace as I keenly listened to Rev. Father Sandeep
Menezes & Father Charles Vijay Kumar….they touched upon many
beautiful topics from patience to positivity to the feelings of negativity,
frustrations, and doubtfulness … I learnt an important lesson about
having patience & faith, “A mustard seed of faith can move mountains.

Marilyn Dennis

Monthly Marriage Encounter Mass
The RMC continues to hold the ‘Marriage Encounter Mass’ every third Monday of the month for couples celebrating their wedding
anniversary during the month. Started more than a year ago under the guidance of the late Fr. Xavier Sanjivi, the monthly Mass
continues now under the guidance of Fr. Juventius Andrade. Couples from across the globe participate in the Marriage Encounter Mass.

Retreat for Lord’s Ranch Retreat House
The RMC conducts a weekend online Retreat once a month for the Lord’s Ranch Retreat House in Pune. In view of Covid where regular
Retreats cannot be held in their premises, the Lord’s Ranch Retreat House requested RMC to conduct it virtually. The Retreat which
usually commences on a Friday through Sunday from 6 pm to 8 pm includes Holy Mass, Holy Hour and talks. The Retreat is open to
anyone who is interested.
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ROSARY MARATHON

“The whole Church was fervently praying to God” (cf. Acts 12:5)
During the month of May, RMC Bangalore invited its online community
to join with the global Church in praying to God with our Mother Mary,
who is a mother ready at all times to help, for a speedy end to the
pandemic. Initiated by our Holy Father, this project, in the format of a
Rosary Marathon, saw participation from shrines from around the
globe. India too was represented by the Shrine of Our Lady of Good
Health, Velankanni, Tamil Nadu. The Marathon Rosary was
held every day of the week throughout the month of May. Each day the Rosary was prayed for a special intention
as given by our Holy Father. Our online congregation was also encouraged to send in their individual intentions.
The Rosary began and concluded with Marian hymns. There was a short reflection on each Mystery, with a
special intention attached to each Decade of the Rosary, such as: For those who are isolated and in need of
companionship…For those in prison… For those who are old and abandoned. Benediction was a beautiful
conclusion to the daily Marathon Rosary. The response to this Rosary was overwhelming; over 5,000 views on
any given day. Here are some comments from those who participated:
The Holy Rosary is giving us COURAGE to go on - despite the terrible
conditions prevailing... thank you Fathers and Team !

Vijaya Francis

It brings a lot of solace to us mothers.

Wonderful work by the Redemptorists. God bless the community for
conducting so beautifully the Rosary Marathon.

Lorraine Dsouza

Maria Dias

RMC Pioneers Online Funeral & Memorial Masses
In a noteworthy initiative, the RMC pioneered the idea of
‘Online Funeral and Memorial Masses’ during the height of
the second wave of the pandemic this year.
Realising the sad plight of families who were unable to bid a
decent farewell to their loved ones who died of Covid or
otherwise, the RMC decided to hold two Masses every day,
free of cost and on a first-come-first-served basis. A
private link to the RMC channel was sent to the family
concerned who could, in turn, share the link with their
family members, relatives and friends.
This enabled people, spread far and wide to attend the
virtual funeral or memorial Mass. The Masses were held
every day except Sundays at 11.30 am and 3.30 pm IST to
make it convenient for people in different parts of the
world.
Expectedly, the online Masses saw participation from a lot
of people across different countries. Fr. Charles Vijay and
Fr. Sandeep Menezes celebrated the Masses when it was
not possible to have other priests visiting during the
lockdown. A photograph of the deceased displayed near the
altar during the Mass lent a personal touch. More
importantly, family members and others were comforted
that their loved ones got a dignified death and the right of
final farewell during these strange and distressing times.
Remarkably, taking a cue from the RMC, some other
religious congregations also started offering online
funeral/memorial Masses.

The online funeral and
memorial Mass proved
much better than the
conventional Mass because
our near and dear ones
from so many countries
could participate... The
priest made it a very
personal Mass and it
moved many to tears
Alfee Hoover

(A Parishioner of Holy Ghost Church,
who, sadly, lost six family members to Covid.)
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RMC LAUNCHES A NEW PODCAST SERIES
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On August 15th, 2021, on the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary which coincides
with Indian Independence Day, the RMC released its first-ever podcast series entitled
"Redemptorist Homilies on the Go." The podcast features inspiring homilies that have been
preached during different occasions at the Redemptorist Media Center. The very first set of
homilies that listeners can enjoy access to at present are the homilies of the world-renowned
Redemptorist who preached during the Global Novena to St. Alphonsus and the Novena Homilies
of Fr. Juventius Andrade which were preached during the Novena to Mother of Perpetual Help at
OLPS Church, Mumbai, India. For users who are not familiar with podcasts, the same content is
available in YouTube format. The advantage of the podcast medium is that one need not be glued
to a screen in order to benefit from the spiritual inputs of your favourite speakers. Instead, you
can listen to the podcast at your own convenience while doing household chores, taking a jog, or
driving to the office. The possibilities are endless!

https://www.podcastics.com/podcast/holy-redeemer-english/

WHO’S WHO IN THE BIBLE - New Testament Series Returns
After a short break, Who’s Who in the Bible is back with a bang. In the month of
May, with a strict lockdown imposed in Bangalore, it was impossible and not
advisable to expect Redemptorist confreres from across the town to visit us at
RMC and record new episodes of Who’s Who in the Bible. Thus, we needed to
have a self-imposed moratorium on this very popular series of prayer-cumreflection sessions at RMC. But with the lifting of the lockdown restrictions, we
restarted with Episode 136 on Simon the Zealot led by Fr. Juventius Andrade,
C.Ss.R. If you haven't caught up with this series. Scan the QR code and check out
our playlist for this informative prayer series.

RMC’s Morale-Boosting Videos for Doctors
As the deadly coronavirus continued to wreak havoc on people, many of us remained
within the safe confines of our homes. But not so healthcare professionals who had to
be in the forefront, treating and caring for tens of thousands of Covid-19 patients.
Healthcare professionals risked their own health and lives to work long hours fighting
Covid-19. Their courage, hard work and commitment was exemplary; yet as humans
they couldn’t remain unaffected and some of them had to cope with extreme levels of
stress and anxiety.To help healthcare professionals, particularly doctors, cope better
with the challenges, the RMC produced two videos that served as a morale booster.
The videos comprising spiritual talks and psychological aids were aimed to lift the confidence of doctors and help them function
efficiently even under pressure. The talk by Fr. Juventius Andrade on the Good Samaritan brimmed with hope and positivity.The videos
were uploaded on YouTube and were shared widely with Doctors’ Associations and the medical fraternity. As one viewer commented:
“What a poignant message, and a beautiful perspective, every line packed with meaning. Fr. Juvy, I wish I had a Bible story teller like yourself, in
my childhood. I listened to this not once, but twice, and couldn't resist sharing it with family and colleagues. Your perspective will bring many of us,
medical professionals, put soul into our practice, and better the delivery of medical care to our patients. Thank you!"

‘SAY IT LIKE IT IS’ – For the Youth, by the Youth
By Neha Raghuraman

We have constantly heard people say that we, the youth, are the future of our country, the future of this
world. Someone said the same thing to me once but changed it a bit. He said “you are not the future of this
world, you are the present.” We know that the majority of the youth don’t even know who they are. Identity
crisis, friendships, peer pressure, giving in to ‘sexting’, wrong relationships, past trauma, bullying etc, are all
just the beginning of a thousand more problems that we face. But do you know what RMC/MFCI is telling us?
They are telling us it is okay, it is normal and that we aren’t alone. Most importantly, that it is okay to ask for
help, and that help is exactly what they are trying to give us in the new series ‘SayItlikeItIs.’ They want us to
know that we always have an option, and the that the life God gave us is precious. The series deals with the
various issues the youth face today, while also offering guidance to overcome these issues. A new episode
premieres on the eve of every Saturday at 7:45 PM. Invite your friends & walk with RMC to help you live the
life that God wants you to. All you have to do is just let them in, let God in.
HR Links: Vol I; Issue 3 - Sep 2021
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7

As part of its mission and given its competence in online work, the RMC
launched a couple of collaborative initiatives that kept the RMC
engaged in spiritual activities in the last couple of months.

A Global Online Panel Discussion on Science & Religion

The RMC live-streamed a unique talk and panel discussion that centred
around astronomy and science and religion. Fr. Richard D’souza SJ, a
scientist and astronomer at the Vatican Observatory gave an
interesting and informative talk on the wonder of the night sky and
heavenly bodies. He explained why the Church and theVatican are
interested in astronomy and how astronomy can be communicated to students. Fr. D’souza
who joined the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) in 1996 is part of the Vatican Observatory that
comprises 15 Jesuit priests and brothers entrusted with work by Pope Francis to show that
science and religion can go together. The event was held in collaboration with Catholic Club,
Bangalore. The eminent panel included, among others, the Archbishop of Bangalore, the
principal of Mount Carmel College – Bangalore and the principal of St. Joseph’s Arts &
Sciences College, Bangalore. A large number of participants from across the world tuned in to
the live stream.

#SayItLikeItIs - A Collaborative Venture by the Youth, For the Youth

In August 2021, RMC became a streaming partner with a popular family movement called the
Missionary Families of Christ (MFC). Short videos produced by the MFC youth were streamed
every week on the RMC YouTube Channel in order to provide pastoral guidance on issues concerning the youth such as bullying,
sexting, difficulties in prayer, etc.

RMC GOES LOCAL! - RMC Hindi YouTube Channel

Fr Joseph Beck, CSsR

On 26th September, which is the feast of Blessed Gaspar
Stanggassinger, the RMC Hindi YouTube channel was launched.
We at RMC were thrilled to see the fruit of a long process of
discussions among our Redemptorist confreres who are engaged
in the Hindi Mission. Hindi is spoken by nearly half of all Indians.
Considered to be the national language by many in the North of the
country, it is the language of many Catholics in India too. Thus it
will help us to reach a significant new demographic.
For the present, Fr. Joseph Beck, C.Ss.R. who is a member of the
RMC Administration team, coordinates with all the Hindispeaking confreres to ensure that we have a Sunday Mass and daily
reflections called 'Jeevan Vachan' on the readings of the liturgy
available to our RMC Hindi subscribers every week.

Fr Ignace Dungdung, CSsR

With much difficulty, some of our Hindi-speaking confreres,
working in quite remote locations, record their homilies on their
own mobile phones and send their footage to us at Bangalore for
editing. As we go along, we aim to gradually improve in the
variety and quality of our programmes in the RMC Hindi channel.
This is definitely a great milestone for us, a stepping stone to
produce content in the many other regional languages of the vast
subcontinent of India. We look forward to diversifying our
content so that the Good News of the Gospel may truly reach all
people, especially the poor and most abandoned. May we always
continue our mission of preaching the Gospel ever anew!
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REGULAR PROGRAMMING AT RMC

Intercessory team

RMC Weekly Programmes
Monday - Friday:
0700 IST - Holy Mass (LIVE)
1900 IST - Rosary with the Redemptorists (LIVE)
Mondays & Thursdays:
1800 IST - Who’s Who in the Bible: Praying with Biblical
Characters (New Episodes PREMIERE)
Saturdays:
0700 IST - Holy Mass (LIVE)
1800 IST - Devotion to Mother of Perpetual Help (LIVE)
Sundays:
0915 IST - Holy Mass (LIVE)
RMC Monthly Programmes
First Friday:
1900 IST: Adoration

Editorial Team
Stanley Carvalho
Debbie Rodgers
Andrea Palkhivala
Dennis S J
Charlene Colaco

HR Podcasts

HR Links

Sacristy
HR Web Radio

Housekeeping

Intercessors
Accounts

Kitchen
staff

Lectors

RMC Family

Social Media Team

Admin Team

Communications
Team

Post-Production
Staff

Production
Staff

Redemptorist
Confreres

Design
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